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INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN

CIM/DEC. 4/07 (VII-E/07)
DECLARATION OF SAN SALVADOR:  GENDER, VIOLENCE, AND HIV

(Adopted at the third plenary session held on November 5, 2007)

THE PRINCIPAL DELEGATES TO THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN (CIM) OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES OAS, gathered in Washington, D.C., at the Seventh Special Assembly of Delegates of the CIM,

CONSIDER that HIV is one of the greatest challenges facing the international community of nations, and that, due to the increased vulnerability of women and girls because of social, cultural, economic and biological factors, it is essential and urgent to develop HIV related initiatives with a gender focus, in coordination with existing international organizations, especially the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO) and the United Nations Program, UNAIDS;

AFFIRM that there cannot be full democracy in the Hemisphere if the states do not ensure within their respective legal systems gender equality and the human rights of women;
RECOGNIZE our commitment to contributing to the fulfillment of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the declaration of commitment to fighting HIV titled “Global Crisis-Global Action” adopted by the United Nations General Assembly in 2001 and the Political Declaration on HIV/AIDS of the same Assembly approved in 2006, the HIV-related goals contained in the United Nations Millennium Declaration of 2000, and the commitments arising from the Summits of the Americas, and the Regional HIV/STI Plan for the Health Sector 2006-2015 of the World Health Organization (WHO);

RECOGNIZE regional initiatives, such as the 2002-2006 Caribbean Regional Strategic Framework of the Pan-Caribbean Partnership Against HIV/AIDS (PANCAP); Recommendation 01/06 of the Council of the Common Market of MERCOSUR, “Cooperation in the Fight against HIV/AIDS in the Region,” of July 20, 2006; the REMSAA Resolution XXVII/409 of the Ministers of Health and Social Protection of the members states of the Andean region held in March, 2006,  and the Meso-American Program for Epidemiological Monitoring of HIV/AIDS and the Meso-Amerian Project for a Comprehensive Approach to Transient Populations, of 2004, among others;

TAKE NOTE of the XVI International AIDS Conference, held in Toronto, Canada, August 13-18, 2006, under the theme “Time to Deliver;”
RECOGNIZE that the HIV pandemic is a threat to the stability and security of communities and States, as stated in the Declaration on Security in the Americas from the Special Conference on Security held in Mexico City in October, 2003;

REITERATE that  the HIV pandemic is a potential threat to individual, economic, and social progress;
EXPRESS our concern about the existing association between gender-based violence and HIV, which indicates an increased risk of infection for women, adolescents and children. At the same time, we also express our concern that an HIV positive status may increase a woman’s vulnerability to gender-based violence;

RECOGNIZE also that populations destabilized by the effects of armed conflicts, humanitarian emergencies or natural disasters —especially women, adolescents and children— may be at increased risk of HIV infection and of not having access to appropriate prevention, care, and treatment;
/
RECOGNIZE that there is discrimination against those persons living with or affected by HIV, therefore States should promote and protect the full exercise of the human rights of women and girls in this regard;

ARE AWARE that poverty, accompanied by a lack of education and productive resources, multiplies the likelihood that women and girls will be vulnerable to commercial sexual exploitation and to unprotected sex,  thus increasing their exposure to becoming infected with HIV; 

RECOGNIZE that in many parts of the world the spread of HIV/AIDS is a cause and consequence of poverty, and that effectively combating HIV/AIDS is essential to the achievement of internationally agreed development goals and objectives, including the Millennium Development Goals;

EXPRESS our deep concern over the disproportionate impact of HIV/AIDS on women, adolescents, and girls in our Hemisphere, in terms both of the increase in new infections and of the increased socio-economic burden in the cases of households headed by women, especially as concerns unremunerated care of the sick and other dependents; 

ARE CONCERNED because the vulnerability of women, adolescents and girls is greater due to their unequal legal, economic, and social status, as well as other cultural and physiological factors, and because of gender-based violence;

AFFIRM that gender equity and equality, and the empowerment of women and girls and the protection of their human rights are fundamental elements for reducing their vulnerability to HIV and violence and are essential for reducing the pandemic; and 
RECOGNIZE that gender-based inequalities which contribute to harmful norms and practices not only perpetuate women’s vulnerability to HIV but also continue to fuel the HIV epidemic,

ENCOURAGE all OAS member states:
1. To develop policies with a gender perspective to improve lives, health, and well-being of women, adolescents, and children. 

2. To intensify efforts to eliminate violence and discrimination against women, adolescents and girls in relation to HIV, including through challenging gender stereotypes, stigma and discrimination against women living with or affected by HIV and gender inequalities and to encourage the active involvement of men and boys in this regard.

3. To promote measures for the prevention and elimination of all forms of violence against women and girls, including prejudicial traditional or customary practices, abuse, early and forced marriage, rape, including marital rape, other forms of sexual violence, physical violence, and trafficking in women and girls, so as to ensure that the fight and combat against violence against women is included as an integral part of the national HIV response.

4. To promote the adoption of educational plans and actions that socially and morally condemn any violence towards  women, adolescents, and girls, as the case may be, that increases their conditions of vulnerability to acquiring HIV. 
5. To adopt the necessary measures to advance the empowerment of women, to support their economic independence, and to protect and promote their full exercise of all human rights and fundamental freedoms, including their sexual and reproductive health care, in order to decrease their vulnerability to HIV and HIV-associated violence.
6. To intensify cooperation at the regional and subregional levels, of national initiatives, activities, and strategies to implement the commitment on HIV made in regional and international forums and agencies.

7. To intensify measures and expand access to prevention, care and treatment, in a progressive and sustainable manner, including prevention and treatment of opportunistic infections and the effective use of antiretroviral medication; and promote cost-free access
/ to health services and drugs, including generic drugs and related pharmaceutical products, in particular for women and girls, including pregnant women, adolescents, and children infected with HIV/AIDS, in accordance with domestic legislation and policy.

8. To ensure that women who are pregnant and/or living with HIV have access to prenatal care, information, prevention, and diagnosis, and to increase the availability of and access to treatment and other related services to reduce mother-to-child transmission of HIV.
9. To give priority and intensify efforts to ensure access to information and preventative measures, including male and female condoms, for adult women and adolescents.

10. To promote the integration and the exchange of  information and referrals for HIV health care, as well as services for HIV prevention, confidential counseling, and voluntary HIV testing,  including provider-initiated testing, among other other health services, such as sexual and reproductive health care, family planning, maternity, and tuberculosis prevention, as well as the provision of services for the prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted infections, especially in cases of sexual violence.

11. To provide young men and women with access to age-appropriate information, dissemination, guidance, and education on HIV, promoting the inclusion of this topic in curricula for adolescents,  so as to raise awareness of the pandemic and of their vulnerability to it.
12. To ensure that women, including those living with HIV, can exercise their right to have control over, and decide freely and responsibly on, matters related to their sexuality, in order to increase their ability to protect themselves from HIV infection, including their sexual and reproductive health, without coercion, discrimination, or violence.
13. To address the phenomenon of migrant populations, particularly of women, adolescents, and children and their vulnerability to HIV, with the objective of ensuring protection and respect  of their human rights.

14. To promote measures such that women and men living with HIV or affected by it have equitable access, throughout their lives, to social services related to health care, including sexual and reproductive health care, age-appropriate education, nutrition, drinking water, and food security, to enhance their capacity to protect themselves against HIV, without coercion, discrimination, or violence.
URGE all OAS member states:
15. To integrate a gender perspective in all matters of international assistance and cooperation and to take measures to ensure that resources concomitant with the impact of HIV/AIDS on women and girls are made available, in particular in funding provided to national HIV/AIDS programs to promote and protect the human rights of women and girls in the context of this epidemic.
16. To enhance their efforts to include a gender perspective in the development of HIV/AIDS programs and policies and in the training on gender and human rights of personnel involved in implementing such programs, in particular through focusing on the role of men and boys in addressing HIV.
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To promote the application of national, regional, and international strategies to facilitate access by migrant populations, particularly of women, adolescents and children, to HIV prevention programs, including making available information on health care and social services.
18. To continue promoting in communities, geographic regions, and among peoples, especially the most vulnerable, including indigenous peoples, access to information on HIV/AIDS, and knowledge of sexual and reproductive health care within the framework of international human rights treaties of which they are party.
19. To continue promoting the full participation of persons living with HIV/AIDS, young people, and civil society in the design, planning, implementation, and evaluation of HIV programs with a gender perspective.

20. To develop, promote, and implement initiatives to combat the stigmatization of persons living with HIV, especially women, adolescents, and children who are more vulnerable to both the impact of discriminatory factors and the recurrence of gender-based violence.
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�.	Colombia endorsed the Declaration of San Salvador, but wishes to make the following position statement regarding this preambulatory paragraph.  The Colombian state points out that, so far, no reliable scientific information has been found, or baseline established, that would make it possible to establish a direct relationship between an increase in the number of persons infected with HIV/AIDS in the region and the existence of armed outlaw groups, natural disasters, and/or humanitarian emergencies.  Colombia also considers it important that affirmations made in any international declaration be supported by sound and reliable evidence so that states can commit to them in good faith.


�.	The delegation of the United States stressed that sustainability is a critical component to expanding access and that realistic assessment of costs associated with HIV/AIDS service delivery is a prerequisite to sustainability; there are no "cost free" programs at the macro level. Further, the United States noted that in certain HIV/AIDS interventions, such as social marketing campaigns, "cost free" programs may not be the most effective approach in achieving desired outcomes.
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